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Henriette Maria Louise von Hayn

This month marks the 235  anniversary of the beloved Moravian hymn, “Jesus Makes My Heart Rejoice,” and the 225th th

anniversary of the death of its author, Henriette Maria Louise von Hayn, in Herrnhut, Germany.

Louise von Hayn was born May 22,

1724, in Idstein, Germany, and raised

of noble Lutheran parentage, her

father being the chief huntsman for

the Nassau duchy. In her memoir von

Hayn reported a tender sense of Jesus’

love from an early age. As a young girl

her prize possession was a Moravian

textbook for children, which she

carried with her everywhere. She

prayed fervently in secret, often on

long walks or at night, whenever free

of constant supervision. After much

soul-searching during her adolescence

she came across the Berlin Sermons of

Count Zinzendorf, and around the same

time heard about the new Moravian

community, Herrnhaag, being built

nearby in the Wetterau.

This news filled her with joy, as she

felt “these were my people, with

whom I wished to live and die.” Emboldened after

reading the scripture, “Anyone who loves his father or

mother more than me is not worthy of me” (Matthew

10:37), she resolved to run away to Herrnhaag in 1744.

Her parents thwarted this attempt, but later softened

and allowed her to live among the Moravians on a six-

month trial basis, believing she would soon recognize her

mistake. She never did. In her memoir she wrote, “I left

a pair of loving parents, but here it was as though I found

a hundred fathers and mothers all at once.” Zinzendorf

intervened with her parents on her behalf, promising to

care for her as his own child. Enthralled with the peace

and communal spirit at Herrnhaag, von Hayn was

accepted into the single sister’s house and soon engaged

as a teacher in the girls’ school. She received her first

Moravian communion in Herrnhaag on January 30, 1746.

In 1748 she was ordained a deaconess, and in 1750

assumed care for all the girls in Herrnhaag.

On October 6, 1766, she became

the leader of the single sisters’

choir in Herrnhut, a post she

served for sixteen years “with

remarkable blessedness.”

Fourteen hymns penned by von

Hayn appeared in the 1767

Moravian hymnbook; 44 hymns

(whole or in part) appeared in the

1778 hymn book, including her

most well known hymn, “Weil ich

Jesu Schäflein bin,” based on

Psalm 23. The three-stanza hymn

was originally composed as a

seven-stanza poem for the

birthday of her friend and fellow

choir worker, Christina Petersen,

on August 1, 1772. The hymn was

translated for the 1789 English

hymnal as “Jesus Makes My Heart

Rejoice” by Frederick William

Foster. Alternate translations of the hymn exist, for

example, “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb,”in the current

Moravian hymnal. Von Hayn is also the author of the

Easter morning hymn, “Hail, All Hail, Victorious Lord and

Savior”[“Ave zum Heraustritt aus der Kammer”].

Von Hayn died in Herrnhut on August 27, 1782. Those

who mourned her stated her love of Christ was evident

not only in her beautiful hymns, but in “the anointed

grace of her noble character, evidenced by all who knew

her through her words, actions, and blessed nature.”
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