ANNA ROSINA KLIEST GAMBOLD'S

MINISTRY TO THE CHEROKEES, 1809821

As a careful observer of Cherokeassoutheastern tribspm 1805 to 1821, Anna
Rosina Gambold recorded her almost daily experiences among the Chémakeesy
while serving with hehusband John Gambold at Springplace Mission, a site in present
day northwestern GeorgiaBorn in 1761 in Bethlehenshe entered the Single Sisters'
Choir at the appropriate age and experienced a strong sense of commaciitysigter
took on the cares dfeir fellow Sisters and unbosomed their hearts to tamale
superintendent ovorsteherin' In 1788, she joined the newly founded (1785) Moravian
Female Seminary for Young Ladies at Bethlehers teacher, the first class she held
was in one of théne arts, where she was the first instructor of painting. Furthermore,
her penchant for all the arts surfaced, particularly her poetic talent. Asesfahe was
in demand fotovefeastéand other celebratiorisin addition, she had learnéae nevly

minted Limean classification systestudied and taught plant lifandbe@ameone of
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the most well known herbalists of her titheHer experiences at Bethlehem prepared the
way for her futire commitment to Indian tribes. Historian of American Indrdres
Moravian Bishop George Loskiel invited her in fall 1803 to accompanyifesMaria
Magdelena (m.n. Barlacland him to Moravian missions in OHlo.

They made foray into interior America through Pennsylvania then across the
three rivers into Ohito the Ohio and the Tuscawarawas rivers; this sojourn primed her
for her fall 1805 three hundred mile trip from SalaMagchovig to Springplace, Georgia.
As Loskiel's diarist and secretary, she used his notes and her own observations to
chronicle their fi 1803 journey’ Carefully describing terrain and people, Anna Rosina
di sclosed her innermost feel i"ongedearedtbgr desi r e
her, became her all consuming goal. At the Goshen Mission, Indians and Moravians

greeted one arloer with kisses; Indians prepared fine lodging and food. She described

“In 1817 traveling New Englater and Congregationalist minister the Reverend Elias
Cornelius recommended that she publish her botanical contributions; Yale professor
Benjamin Silliman's scientific journal published her article entitled: "A list of plants
found in the neighborhood ofd@nasarga River, (Cherokee Country) where Springplace

i s si t uaAmeritan Jduroal of $ciereblew York: J. Eastburn and Co., 1818,
1819), 245251. A few years earlier, Lutheran minister and well known herbal collector,
the Reverend Gotthilf Herith (Henry) Ernst Mihlenberg of Lancaster, PA, had

gathered a number of Anna Rosina's Cherokee seeds and had them labeled for his
Muhlenberg Herbarium now housed in the Academy of Natural Science of the American
Philosophical Society (APS).

®> The Reerend Vernon Nelson of Bethlehem delivered a paper at the spring 2007
Moravian conference illuminating a possibility of Anna Rosina's botanical connection
with the seminary and natural history cabinet in Barby, Germany.

® (The work is attributed to Loséi).
" George Heinrich LoskieExtempore on a Wagon; a metrical narrative of a journey

from Bethlehem, Pa., to the Indian town of Goshen, Ohio, in the autumn of 1803
(Lancaster, Pa.: S. H. Zahm, 1887), iii, iv, 1; 41.



her compl et e Hhrowgo naerso,n gw htohno sseh efi | oved, 0O
be moPved. o
Likewise, Moravian reputation for humility, nenolence, and tolerance was well

knownamong Connecticut, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania Indidvisravians had

® Loskiel, Extempore on a Wagp41. Goshen, founded in October of 1798 by
Zeisberger and his followers from Fairfieldanada was located about seven miles
northeast from Gnadenhiitten, on the west bank of the Tuscarawas River Goshen
Township, Tuscarawas County, Ohio. In 1824, thel@a Indians left to join the Indian
congregation at New Fairfiel€anada (iii).

® See also the following works detailing Moravian missionary work in North America
from 1735 to 1821: Archer Butler Hulbert and William Nathaniel Schwarze, [2agig
Zeiskerger's History of the North American Indiaf@@olumbus, Ohio: F.J. Heer, 1910);
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and Broughton, 1905); John Heckeweldéasrative of the Missions of the United
Brethren Among the Delaware and Mohegan Indians, from its Commencement, in the
Year 1740, to the Close the Year, 1808Philadelphia: McCarthy and Davis, 1820;
reprint Arno Press and New York Times, 1971); McClintbime Moravian Springplace
Mission to the Cherokees, vol. 1: 180813; vol. 2: 18141821 ,editor, (London and
Lincoln: University of Nebrask Press, 2007); Jane T. Merritt, "Dreaming of the savior's
blood: Moravians and the Indian Great Awakening in Pennsylvania," William and Mary
Quarterly 54(1997): 72346; Linda Sabathyudd,Moravians in Upper Canada: The
Fairfield Diary, 17921813 (Toronb: The Champaign Society, 1999); Amy Schultt,
Peoples of the River Valleys: The Odyssey of the Delaware In@haitadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007); Edmund SchwHiiggry of Moravian

Missions among Southern Indian Tribes of the UnBtategBethlehem: Times
Publishing, Co., 1923; reprint, Grove, Oklahoma: Stauber Books, 1999); Corinna Dally
Starna and William A. Starna, "American Indians and Moravians in Southern New
England” inGermans & Indians: Fantasies, Encounters, Projecti@win G. Calloway,
Gerd Geminden, & Susanne Zantrop, editors (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
2002); Carola Wessdhelawarelndianer und Herrnhuter Missionare im Upper Ohio
Valley, 17721781(Tubingen: Verlag der Franckeschen Stiftungen Halle imt Ma
Niemeyer Verlag, 1999); Hermann Wellenreuter and Wellsstnhuter

Indianermission in der Amerikanishchen Revolution: Die Tagesbucher von David
Zeisberger 1772 bis 178Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 1995); and in English, David
ZeisbergerThe Moravian Misen Diaries of David Zeisberger, 1771781, ed. Hermann
Wellenreuter and Carola Wessel, trans. Julie Tomberlin Weber (University Park:
Pennsylvania State University Press, 2005).
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garnered Indian esteem setting them apart from dtmaricans and evangelical societies
and thuswinning entry into Indian communiti€$. So when Moravian mission
enterprisesaught the attention of early nineteenth century United States policy makers,
the Salentongregation placed their emphasis on the Cherod®slivedsome three
hundred miles away, and it was the principal missionary Anna Rosina Wiay chose

in fall of 1805to educate Cherokee youth.

Though seemingly isolated in the lower reaches of the Appalachian Mountains,
this particular Cherokee land faced unabated encroachment on their ancestral domains.
Disquiet led Cherokee leaders to invite Moravian missiesdo dwell among them.sfa
bilingual, dissident religious group stemming from German heritage, Moravians agreed to
instruct Cherokee young people English, not German. Expediency was central to

Cherokee elders because they knew that their children fasedd far more

19 Rachel Wheeler, "Women and Christian Practice in a Mahican VillagReligion
and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretativiolume 13, no. 1): 30. Wheeler
notes thateven converted and friendly Indians lived at eighteenth century missiotgites,
that was not the case at Springplace Mission, where all Cheyolesther converted or
not, did not live on the mission premises.
For discussions on the historical background ofcambatancy, seleeter de
Beauvior Brock;The Political and Social Doctrine of the Unity of Czech Brethren in the
Fifteenth and Edy Sixteenth Centurig§ he Hague: Moulton and Co., 1957)-88, 98,
and 191; androck, Pacifism in Europe to 191@Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 1972), 36l. During the German War of Liberation, many Moravians
became imbued withationalism and congregations in Saxony and Prussia officially
abandoned their position on roombat. In 1815, Prussia, now controlling all Saxon
congregations, withdrew the grant of exemption and the Brethren registered no objection
to the state. In 1818pe Pennsylvanian Moravian stand on armed participation ended
when that synod Aofficially withdrew the ban
Whet her to bear arms or take a conscientious
individual. Somewhdtter, the more conservative North Carolina Brethren adopted the
position that allowed their young mentiear arms, Independence Dayly 4, 1831.
Brock, Pacifism in the United States: From the Colonial Era to the First World War
(Princeton: Princeton hiversity Press, 1968), 3249.



complicated and compléxa world filled with land hungry settlers poised ready to
dislodge Indians from their hereditary territories.
Unlike most other settler&ynna Rosina built trusimong the Cherokees. Friendship with
another cultee translated into exchange and tra8gringplace Mission became a site of
sharing foodstuffs, household wares, and cloth. Located about two hundred miles from
the nearest port, Charlestown (South Carolina), the misswto befortified with
enough 6od and practical commodities for numer@&@liserokee visitors, Cherokee
students who roomed and boarded, fandhe missionaries themselv&shallenges
abounded.Yet she won the hearts of Cherokeemaking Springplace a successful
pioneering community: In addition, Anna Rosina's highly cultivated vegetable and
herbal gardendields of hay and wheat&and peach and apple orchards attracted
numerous Cherokee visitogho sought herbs for healing purposes, herbal items used to
bring success in Indian gees as players passed by the mission frequently, forage for
their horses and cattle, and vegetable prodiactsdigents. Her herbal knowledge
attracted national attention the American Journal of Sciee and Arts?

Between 1805 and 182she educatkeighty five Cherokee students, sharing her
extensivebotanical knowledgegeographical skillE=nglish, and Christianity. Her pupils
represented highly profiled families such as the Hickses, Vanns, Ridges, Rattlinggoards,

Shoreys, and Waties. Some loése pupils were related to the Ross family, whose legacy

1 Nancy F. Cott, edRoot of Bitterness: Documents of the Social History of American
WomenBoston: Northeastern University Press, 1972; reprint, 1986), 17.

2Anna Rosina Gambo!| dAmercan JduinloftScienée aqdArssn t s
1(3)March 1819): 24851.



is well known for the roldohn Ross played as Principal Chief from 1828 to 1866. He
led his people through the tragic forced 1-&8%8removal to Indian Territory.

Yet Cherokees persevered asage and Anna Rosina's abiding faith in them as
a people and Nation was one of her mapmtribution to the welfare shewas
unswervingn herattitude towargreserving th&€€herokee Mtion. To early nineteenth
century Moravians, land was not a comrityptb be bought and soldsiintrinsic value
transcended the secular world. Moreovarma Rosina waaghast at the ways the
United States government allowpdlicy makerghreateed and coerce@herokees to
vacaet hei r ancestral of theUhited Staies B ecrtagly dispasedime n t
a fatherly way to this poor nation, but has appointed, presumably in ignorance of them,
men for this treaty [1818] as well as for its implementation whose hearts are not warm
with love for their poor neighborsd

Without these careful observations we would not have the insights that we have
today about Cherokee worldview. Now asnarRosina as thepokesperson, we have
her eyewitness accounts to usher in the historical voice of the once voiceless.
Anthropologst of Indian culures Paul A.W. Wallace wrote abalghn Gottlieb Ernestus
Heckeweldeand exclaimed thdtere was a person, a missionary, whose reports are from
a manwho was theré® Likewise, Anna Rosina was there among and for the

CherokeesDissimilar cultures did come together at Springplace thieg bothextended

McClinton, The Moravian Springplace Mission to the Cherokees 2:526.

1 paul A. W. Wallace, "John Heckewelder's Indians and the Fenimore Cooper
Tradition," Proceedings of the American Philosophi&alcietyyol. 96(August 1952):
504.



human relationshipr beyondpolitical parameterat a timewhenthewider society of

the Early Republicwas becoming less tolerant diversity.
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