
 On October 15, 2025, in multi-
ple waves, the entire ninth 
grade class of Moravian Acade-
my (Bethlehem, PA) visited the 
Moravian Archives. In connec-
tion with the school’s yearlong 
focus on “Self and Identity,” the 
archives’ team planned a series 
of activities for sixty-six stu-
dents and several chaperones.  
 Emma Horning and Jonathan 
Ennis worked with students in 
our gallery space and discussed 
identity and local history in 
connection with the Bridging 
Bethlehem exhibit. While perus-
ing the exhibit, one Moravian 
Academy teacher was delighted 
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Digital Archivist Gives SAA Presentation 

 In early October our digital 
archivist, Jonathan Ennis, gave 
an online presentation for the 
Archivists of Religious Collec-
tions Section of the the Society 
of American Archivists (SAA-
ARCS). The topic was a basic 
introduction to email preserva-
tion and an overview of best 
practices and software. As email 
has come to be a ubiquitous 

form of communication in re-
cent decades it has presented 
new and unique challenges for 
archivists. Due to the wide 
range of technologies em-
ployed, which emails to pre-
serve and how to organize them 
and provide access, as well as 
privacy and security concerns 
have become an important is-
sue. In recent years Jonathan 

has been working with other 
archives’ staff to research this 
complex topic and help create 
guidelines for the handling and 
preservation of email accounts 
from Moravian congregations 
and organizations. Jonathan 
appreciated this opportunity to 
share what we have learned 
with other archivists.  

to discover an ancestor’s name 
in a newspaper listing of sub-
scribers towards the construc-
tion of the Hill to Hill Bridge! 
 Heather Reinert and HARC 
Grant intern Christine Yorgbor 
(see page 2) spent time with 
students in the reading room 
and explored countenance 
(“facial expressions”), self, and 
identity as embodied in Moravi-
an artwork from the eighteenth 
century; particularly, the art-
work of John Valentine Haidt. 
Christine spoke to the students 
about her interest in becoming 
an archivist, as well as the im-
portance of collecting, preserv-
ing, and sharing stories. 
 Kaitlin Trainor and Tom 
McCullough took students on a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the 
archives’ vaults. Students 
learned about the types of rec-
ords and artifacts the Moravian 
Archives receives from congre-
gations and donors, how items 
are arranged and described to 
facilitate access, and how the 
climate-controlled vault ensures 
preservation over time. Several 
items were prepared in the vault 

to showcase the wide variety of 
material that can be used to 
study Moravians and the con-
struction of self and identity, 
from memoirs to photographs. 
Students especially enjoyed 
seeing that eighteenth-century 
Bethlehem Moravians had 
books about vampires in their 
library. 
 We are grateful to Danielle 
Koren, Melika Matlack, and 
Jenny Nichols for helping or-
ganize and facilitate this fun 
and enriching experience for 
both students and staff alike.  



 

 From July to November 
2025, the Moravian Archives 
was fortunate to host a 
research visit from Dr. Māra 
Grudule, leading researcher 
and head of the Department 
of Literature at the Institute of 
Literature, Folklore, and Art 
of the University of Latvia 
(ILFA). Supported by a 
research fellowship from the 
Baltic American Freedom 
Foundation (BAFF; Baltijas 
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Welcoming Intern Christine Yorgbor to the Moravian Archives  

Amerikas Brīvības Fonda), 
Māra spent several months 
meticulously researching 
individuals connected with 
the Moravian Church who 
emigrated from the Baltics to 
North America between 1750 
and 1850. According to 
Grudule, “The Brüdergemeine 
[Moravian Church] has a great 
impact on Latvian cultural 
history. The first Moravians 
came to Liefland, a former 
part of Latvia, and were 
extremely popular among the 
inhabitants.”  
 The bulk of Māra’s research 
in Bethlehem centered on the 
life and activities of Georg 
Heinrich Loskiel (1740–1814), 
a Moravian bishop who was 
born in Latvia and was called 
to serve in Bethlehem, PA, in 
the early 1800s. Highlighting 
some of her research 
observations, Māra gave a 

 This fall, the Moravian Ar-
chives is delighted to wel-
come Christine Yorgbor as our 
newest intern. Christine joins 
us through a Historical & Ar-
chival Records Care Grant 
(HARC), provided by the 
Pennsylvania Historical & 
Museum Commission 
(PHMC). 
  Christine is currently a first-
year student in the Master of 
Information program at Rut-

gers University, where she is 
concentrating in Archives and 
Preservation. She previously 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies and 
brings with her a deep passion 
for cultural heritage and sto-
rytelling. “I’m driven by a 
deep appreciation for culture, 
the stories that shape us and 
the small details that bring 
history to life,” Christine 
shared. “Whether I’m organiz-
ing materials behind the 
scenes, conducting historical 
interviews with family mem-
bers, or savoring the smell of 
a good book – I bring care and 
intention to everything I do.” 
Christine’s previous experi-
ence includes working for 
Backstage Library Works and 
Brown University as a Conser-
vation & Preservation intern. 
 During her internship at the 
Moravian Archives, Christine 

is working on the arrange-
ment, description, and condi-
tion assessment of materials 
within the General Diacony 
Collection, a vital part of the 
financial history of the Bethle-
hem Moravian Congregation. 
Spanning over 60 linear feet, 
the collection includes ledg-
ers, daybooks, cashbooks, 
journals, and other financial 
records that document the 
economic transactions not 
only of the Moravians inter-
nally but also their business 
with neighbors, local mer-
chants, and tradespersons 
and have largely remained 
untouched for over 200 years.  
 Christine views this oppor-
tunity as “a chance to connect 
what I will be learning in my 
courses to real world archival 
work. This [internship] is a 
window to gain more insight 
on how professionals ap-

proach preserving cultural 
heritage for generations to 
come.” 
 In just a short time, Christine 
has made excellent progress 
developing a strong under-
standing of early Moravian 
community life in Bethlehem, 
the structure of historical 
financial records, and the 
inner workings of the Moravi-
an Archives.  
 We are thrilled to have Chris-
tine on our team and look 
forward to the valuable con-
tributions she will make in 
enhancing access to this re-
markable collection.  

captivating lecture (available 
on our YouTube channel) 
titled “Poetry, 
Companionship, and the 
Divine: The Life Journey of 
Bishop Georg Heinrich 
Loskiel,” shedding light on 
Baltic Germans and their 
relationship to the Moravian 
Church, Bishop Loskiel’s 
contributions to Latvian 

history, his service as a bishop 
in Bethlehem, and his poetical 
works. Loskiel’s most popular 
poem, Extempore on a Wagon, 
“consisted of 162 quatrains, 
was composed in German, 
and later published in 
English,” remarked Grudule. 
“There are at least eight 
handwritten copies in 
different archives,” she 
added. A temporary exhibit 
featuring this poem and other 
historical items related to 
Bishop Loskiel was prepared 
by Māra and archives’ staff 
and enjoyed by lecture 
attendees. 
 Reflecting on her fruitful 
time in the archives’ reading 
room, Grudule said that 
“Every day it’s like a mosaic; 
you come across something 
and understand something 
better, even if it’s not 
connected to the Moravians.” 
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Zinzendorf’s Travels in America 

 On a summer day in July 1741, 
while standing at the banks of 
the Schuylkill River in Pennsyl-
vania, Zinzendorf took off his 
shoes and decided to wade 
through the water. However, 
as he did not realize how deep 
the river was in places and as 
there was nobody present to 
assist him lifting his jacket, his 
coat pockets quickly filled up 
with water. The recently re-
ceived letters that he kept in 
his jacket all got wet. His green 
notebooks, on the other hand, 
miraculously survived the ad-
venture without even getting 
damp. 
 This is one of the stories Zin-

Moravian History Store to Manage 2025 Star and Candle Shop 
 The holiday shopping season is 
upon us! This year, the History 
Store is thrilled to once again 
be partnering with Central 
Moravian Church to manage 
the Star and Candle Shop.  
 Browse a dazzling array of 
holiday treasures, including 
authentic Herrnhuter Moravian 
Stars in a variety of colors and 
sizes, handcrafted ornaments 
and holiday décor, beautiful 
Moravian star jewelry, and 
themed glassware, tumblers, 

and more. This year’s shop 
also features unique gifts from 
talented local vendors and 
artists, including Linda 
Wickman, Diane Kessler, 
Susan Kriebs, Salvaged Arts, 
and Carol and Karen Reifinger. 
 The Star and Candle Shop is 
located in Central Moravian 
Church’s Christian Education 
building (40 W. Church Street, 
Bethlehem) and is open 
Thursdays – Sundays starting 
Friday, November 28. After 

Christmas, the shop is open daily 
from 1 – 5 pm through December 
31.  
 Interested in working with us at 
the Star and Candle Shop? We 
are actively looking for 
volunteers to help wrap 
purchases, chat with customers, 
and keep the shop looking great! 
Volunteers will not need to run 
the point-of-sale system. Shifts 
are flexible and last 2 to 3 hours. 
Please email Kelly Givens if you 
are interested: 

kelly@moravianchurcharchives.
org  
 
Shopping hours: 
Thursdays: 1pm – 7pm 
Fridays: 1pm – 7pm 
Saturdays: 10am – 8pm 
Sundays: 12pm – 5pm 

(the single sisters had their 
own synods as well), who 
gathered in England from 
different parts of the world to 
discuss matters relevant to 
them.  
 The Moravian Archives al-
ready had a copy of the 
minutes of this Synod but this 
diary is a different kind of 
document, providing infor-
mation we do not find in the 
minutes. Like the communal 
diaries Moravians kept of 
their congregations and 
choirs, they also kept a diary 
of the community that gath-

 This summer an important 
manuscript was donated to 
the Moravian Archives. Alt-
hough small in size (the leath-
er-bound octavo volume only 
measures 7.5" x 5"), the manu-
script offers historians signifi-
cant insight into Moravian 
activity in 18th-century Eng-
land. The manuscript is a diary 
of a Moravian synod, held in 
Ingatestone Hall, a 16th-
century manor house in Essex, 
and in London during Decem-
ber 1752 and January 1753. 
Interestingly, this was a Synod 
only for the single brothers 

ered during a Synod. We learn 
how the delegates from differ-
ent countries began to arrive, 
where they stayed, how they 
commemorated the recent 
death of Christian Renatus von 
Zinzendorf, the elder of all sin-
gle brothers, by sharing stories 
about what they felt when they 
heard the news of his death and 
by listening to music that was 
especially composed for the 
occasion. We read how the men 
walked from Ingatestone Hall to 
Chelsea, west of London. They 
walked through St. James's 
Park, trying to light their way by 

lighting a torch, they admired 
the paintings in the staircase of 
Lindsey House, and stood at 
the grave of Christian Renatus. 
The diary was donated by Ann 
Blickensderfer, a resident of 
Chicago, Illinois, and a lineal 
descendant of Christian and 
Catharina Blickensdörfer who 
joined the Moravian Church in 
Philadelphia in 1755. A tran-
scription of the diary was made 
by volunteers of the Max Kade 
Institute for German American 
Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  

zendorf recorded in the diary 
he kept during his visit to 
Pennsylvania between 1741 
and 1743. These diaries togeth-
er with several other texts 
have now been edited and 
published as part of a multi-
volume edition of Zinzendorf’s 
works. Volume 4/2 came out 
earlier in 2025 and also in-
cludes the minutes of the sev-
en synods Zinzendorf held in 
Pennsylvania (edited by Peter 
Vogt), letters written by Zin-
zendorf during a visit to Gene-
va, Switzerland, in 1741 (Rudolf 
Dellsperger and Peter Lauber), 
and his travel diary to St. 
Thomas from 1739 (Dietrich 

Meyer). Paul Peucker edited 
the diaries of Zinzendorf’s visit 
to Pennsylvania, using original 
documents held by the Mora-
vian Archives in Herrnhut, 
Germany, and Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 
 This material sheds new light 
on Zinzendorf’s activities in 
the American colonies. It de-
tails his travels, his encounters 
with settlers of different 
(religious) backgrounds, his 
plans for Moravian work in 
Pennsylvania, and descriptions 
of the earliest beginnings of 
Moravian congregations in 
Philadelphia, Bethlehem, and 
Nazareth. For example, this 

edition includes the version of 
the Bethlehem diary as kept in 
the Herrnhut archives. The 
many corrections and addi-
tions made by Zinzendorf on 
this copy are not reflected in 
the copy held at the Bethle-
hem archives. This edition will 
provide the foundation for new 
research into the beginnings of 
Moravian activity in this coun-
try. 
 
Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf: 
Positionsbestimmungen, vol. 2, 
Zeugnis in die Welt, ed. Dietrich 
Meyer (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 2025). ISBN 978-3-525-
50212-9. 

Donation of Single Brethren’s Synod Diary 



Upcoming Events 

German Script Refresher Workshop: Recipes 
Tuesday, November 18, 2025 

4:00 pm – 7:00 pm; online  
 

“When Billy Sunday Comes to Town: Moravian Reactions to America’s 
Most Sensationalist Evangelist”  

Lecture by Dr. Jared Burkholder  
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 - 12:00 pm 

in person and online 
registration required 

  
Moravian Archives Closed  
Tuesday November 11, 2025 
Tuesday, November 18, 2025 

Thursday, November 27 & Friday, November 28, 2025 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 — Thursday, January 1, 2026 

 
 

For the most accurate and up-to-date listing of archives lectures, events, and closures, 
please visit our website: www.moravianchurcharchives.org/events 
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Stop by and check it out today! 
Gallery Hours: Monday through 
Friday, 9am – 4pm. 
 
VERNON H. NELSON GRANT 
RECIPIENTS 
 The Moravian Archives was 
able to award three Vernon H. 
Nelson Research Grants this 
spring. This year’s awardees 
are: 

• John Balz, University of Wis-
consin-Madison: “Slavery’s 
Church: German Pietism, 
Empire, and Race in the Dan-
ish West Indies.” 

• Steven Driver, University 
College London: “Destiny and 
Diplomacy: US Foreign Poli-
cy and Religion during the 
Occupation Era c. 1912-
1934.” 

“BRIDGING BETHLEHEM” 
EXHIBIT EXTENDED 
THROUGH MARCH 2026 
 Due to its popularity, we are 
thrilled to announce that our 
current exhibition “Bridging 
Bethlehem” has been extended 
through March 2026! This exhi-
bition dynamically weaves to-
gether 300 years of history in 
order to chronicle the evolution 
of bridge-building in Bethle-
hem culminating in the con-
struction of the Hill to Hill 
Bridge (101 years old this 
month!). Through visual mate-
rials, rare documents, diaries, 
speeches, personal accounts, 
and more, the history and pur-
suit of river crossings in Bethle-
hem comes to life.  
 

• Savannah Flanagan, Baylor 
University: “Women’s Health 
in Utopia: Religious Commu-
nities and the Reimagining of 
Women’s Health.” 

 
MORAVIAN ARCHIVES      
SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS 
 The Moravian Archives con-
sistently strives to create ac-
cess to our holdings via our 
social media accounts. If you 
follow us on Facebook or Insta-
gram (@morarchives) you 
know that we not only adver-
tise upcoming events and on-
going exhibitions, but we also 
highlight interesting items 
from the collection. We love to 
share unexpected content we 
come across while processing 
that seems interesting such as 

News and Announcements 
unique photographs, language 
materials, one-of-a-kind maps, 
or uniquely bound materials.  
 Social media enables us to 
quickly and easily provide ac-
cess to our collections with 
others, and we are always ex-
citedly working to figure out 
new and interesting ways to 
share. Make sure to follow us to 
see what we are up to next! 
 
UPCOMING CONFERENCE 
 The new Institute for Moravi-
an History and World Heritage 
has issued a call for papers for 
the upcoming Moravian confer-
ence, to be held at Moravian 
University from November 12—
14, 2026.  You can find the link 
in the calendar section on our 
website. 
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