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Reprocessing Photograph Collection

Our photograph collection is vast, covering a
wide range of subject matter, time periods, and
locations over many individual collections. Our
largest collection by far is Photograph Collection
United States (PhotCollUS) which showcases
Moravian and everyday history.

Organized by state, this collection boasts
materials from 14 states and contains over
2,600 individual prints. This massive collection is
known as an “artificial collection,” or a collection
culled together from disparate provenances.
Added to and maintained for over 20 years, the
collection features various levels of processing
creating the potential to cause confusion for
staff and researchers.

Due to the rich value this collection holds, we
felt that it was important to align its cataloging
with current processing standards. For an
archivist, reprocessing a collection of this size
can feel overwhelming, so creating a plan was
essential. Analyzing the collection allowed

us to create a list of reprocessing priorities.

Our top priority was to create better access to
the collection via subject terms (keywords).
Previously, the collection did not include a field
to express these terms leaving the heavy lifting
to information found in other fields. While

this system worked, it did have disadvantages,
including inconsistency in the use of specific
terms, spelling errors, and outdated names.
Creating this field allows us to streamline terms
using established controlled vocabularies. It
also created the opportunity to craft a more
holistic record. For example, records that include
imagery of buildings on Bethlehem’s Church
Street now feature the name of the building
and the location within the subject term field.
In theory, a researcher utilizing the search term
“Church Street” will retrieve a myriad of imagery
whose overall context can paint a fuller picture
of time and place on this historic street.

Our next priority was the rehousing of all
photographic prints into their own individual
paper folders. Previously, prints were

housed together according to theme in one
overall archival folder. From a preservation
perspective, this housing solution had the
capacity to be quite dangerous to the prints
themselves. For example, in many folders
large and small prints were housed together,
creating the potential for long-term damage.
Meanwhile, multiple photographic formats
could exist in one folder, introducing the
possibility that older prints experiencing
deterioration could affect the overall “health”
of other prints. Each print is now housed in its
own paper folder with its call number clearly
labeled, making it very easy for an archivist or
researcher to find what they need.

This project is just beginning but we have already
made great strides. Nearly 700 records now
contain subject terms, while over 900 individual
prints are housed in paper folders. Future
priorities include ensuring each print includes a
handwritten call number, condition assessment,
notation of photographic type/process, and
calculating measurements. We look forward

to this collection informing, delighting, and
capturing the attention of researchers for decades
to come and are hopeful that the processing
changes we are making today will have a positive
outcome on this collection’s future.
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“Hanging in the Vault” video series

In the past few years, we have been creating more
video-based content for social media. We have created
videos to promote events, collection items, and even
Archives’ milestones (did you catch the one where we
saved over 1,000 water bottles?!). Recently, our focus
has turned to creating a series in which a specific
theme could be explored through bi-monthly

videos in order to share collections on a

more granular and interconnected level.

Entitled “Hanging in the Vault,” this

video series takes viewers inside our

vaults to learn more about the lives of

individuals whose painted portraits hang

there - both literally and figuratively. Using

the portrait as an anchor point, each video strives
to create a fuller view of a specific history through a

combination of spoken narrative and visual imagery.
Ouir first video tells the story of Catharina Margaretha
and Johann Christian Malthaner while our second
video focuses on Dr. Benjamin Wilhelm. Both videos
are currently available as reels on Facebook and
Instagram and as shorts on YouTube.

Creating these videos is a group effort.
Archives' staff works collaboratively to
source facts, imagery and resources, write
scripts, record audio, create graphics, and
finally pull it all together into a cohesive,
engaging video presentation. Working in
this way allows each of us to play to our
own individual strengths, while progress
meetings over the course of the creation of a video
provide space for nuanced feedback and conversation.

We cannot wait to share more videos in the “Hanging in the Vault” series! Subscribe to our social media
accounts to ensure you catch all upcoming videos. (Facebook + Instagram: @morarchives;

YouTube: @moravianarchivesbethlehem3119)

Herrnhuter’s Special Edition Star and Advent Calendar

The Moravian History Store is thrilled to announce that Herrnhuter's 2026 Special Edition Star

and Advent Calendar are now available for pre-order!

Every year, Herrnhuter's Special Edition 3-inch star is not only highly anticipated - they often
sell out! For 2026, the Special Edition color of the year is apricot, a warm, comfy orange sure
to look amazing on a tree, in a window, or just about anywhere!

Behind its 24 doors Herrnhuter’'s 2026 Advent Calendar features everything you need to build
a 5-inch turquoise and white Moravian star as well as an incense kit and other surprises!
A very popular gift for the holiday season, these calendars will ship by the Fall of 2026.

We are happy to accept pre-orders for the Special Edition star and Advent calendar online
(www.moravianhistorystore.com) or over the phone (610-866-3255). Talk soon!

“Faith and Revolution”

As this year marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence, we have started a series of monthly
posts titled “Faith and Revolution” highlighting materials
in our holdings that illuminate different aspects of the lives
and activities of Moravians during this important period in
history. Some aspects of this are already fairly well known,
such as Bethlehem acting as a hospital during the
Revolutionary War and the famed Marquis de Lafayette
staying in the settlement for a time; but we hope to also
highlight some lesser-known aspects of the Moravians
and their involvement in American independence.

We are drawing on a number of collections in our
holdings for this series, such as Lititz Congregation,
John Ettwein Papers, and the Grider Collection.

The first of these posts, titled “Moravians, Pacifism,
and Benjamin Franklin,” looked at an exchange of
letters between the famous Colonial leader and
Bishop Nathaniel Seidel in Bethlehem shedding light
on the dangerous tension that the Moravian Church’s
position of pacifism caused with their neighbors.

The second, titled “William Henry: Moravian
Revolutionary,” used excerpts from the diary of Lititz
Moravian Church to examine the career of William
Henry, a Moravian who defied directives from
church leadership to minimize involvement with
the conflict and became a significant figure in the
Continental forces.

The third, titled “Gustav Ewald Shewkirk: A Moravian
Loyalist in New York City,” looks at the experiences of

a Moravian pastor who supported the British as he
strove to carry out his responsibilities while Manhattan
changed hands and was besieged.

Other posts have included 19th-century scrapbook
that sheds light on how Moravians reflected on the
Revolutionary War as well as a selection of views of
Moravian communities during the conflict. We hope
that you will join us as we explore this tumultuous and
fascinating period in the history of both the United
States and the Moravian Church.

All “Faith and Revolution” posts can be found on our website (moravianchurcharchives.org) under the
“News” tab, or through our Facebook and Instagram pages each month.



Archives Vaults get Lighting Upgrade

Light is one of the most common causes of damage

to archival collections. Both sunlight and artificial light
emit ultraviolet (UV) radiation that can cause damage
such as fading, color changes, and weakening of paper
structures over time.

To protect collections, it is best practice to reduce
the exposure of collection materials to UV light as
much as possible. One way in which we achieve this
is by eliminating windows within our storage areas,
preventing direct sunlight from entering the space.
With the absence of windows overhead lighting is
necessary to navigate the vaults safely.

Until recently, our vaults used fluorescent lights which
produce low levels of UV radiation. This form of light

Work on the General Diacony Continues

In previous issues of Voices from the Vault, we
reported that the Moravian Archives received a
Historical & Archival Records Care Grant (HARC)
from the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum
Commission (PHMC). We used this grant for the
arrangement, description, and rehousing of the
General Diacony Collection, a vital part of the
financial history of the Bethlehem Moravian
Congregation.

In our last issue of Voices from the Vault readers
were introduced to our Fall intern, Christine Yorgbor.
Christine arranged, described, and evaluated the
condition of over 60 linear feet of records. The
collection includes ledgers, daybooks, cashbooks,

has long been common in storage and exhibit spaces
among cultural heritage organizations, particularly

in older facilities like ours. In fact, the archives is
celebrating 50 years at the 41 W. Locust Street location
this year!

At the beginning of the year we completed a project
to replace all lights in the vault with LED lights. Recent
research on lighting for cultural heritage organizations
has identified LEDs as the preferred lighting option.
LED lights do not emit UV or Infrared (IR) radiation,
significantly reducing the risk for light related
damage. Additionally, LEDs supply light at a lower
energy cost and have a significantly longer lifespan
than other light sources, improving the Archives’
energy consumption and sustainability over time.

journals, and other financial records that document
the economic transactions not only of the Moravians
internally but also their business with neighbors,
local merchants, and tradespersons and have largely
remained untouched for over 200 years.

In five months, Christine made excellent progress in
developing a good understanding of early Moravian
community life in Bethlehem and the structure of
historical financial records. Her work culminated in
the complete arrangement and description of the
General Diacony Collection for research and use. We
are pleased to announce that the General Diacony
Collection is now accessible and can be browsed via
our online finding aid.

Work still continues to preserve this significant collection. Archives volunteers Dee Collins and Rosi Mcllwain
have begun rehousing much of this collection to ensure more appropriate preservation of these materials.

Collaboration with the Alaska Native Heritage Center

The Moravian Archives recently
signed a memorandum of
understanding with the

Alaska Native Heritage Center
(ANHC) to digitize materials

in its collections related to

the Nunapitsinghak Moravian
Children’s Home in Kwethluk,
Alaska. The three-year
agreement with the ANHC is part
of a larger effort to document,
digitize, and make available
materials related to Indigenous
boarding schools in the United States.

Working in tandem with specialists from the ANHC's
team for Cultural & Education Programs, materials
from our holdings have been selected for digitization.
Scanning of the materials will be carried out in house
by our digital archivist Jonathan Ennis. In addition to
records related to the Children’s Home, a significant

grouping of records related to
reindeer herding/husbandry
have also been nominated for
digitization.

Nyché “Skavaq Sivulliugti”
Andrew, research specialist at
ANHC who is Yup'ik/IAupiaq
herself with lineage from Bethel
and Kwethluk, says: “ANHC
is excited by our emerging
partnership with the Moravian
Archives. Our primary research
at ANHC focuses on the origin and development of
missions and boarding schools across Alaska and
the country. In its history, the Moravian Church
established dozens of missions and boarding schools
in the Yukon-Kuskokwim region of Alaska. We are
hopeful this partnership will iluminate more insights
from that area to further educate and inform our
research and deepen understanding of this history.”

We are grateful for this collaboration and look forward to continued work with Sophia Dupras, Nyché

Andrew, and Benjamin Jacuk of the ANHC.
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Spangenberg Biography

Calendar

August 25, 2026: Annual Summer Soirée

September 15, 2026: (12 pm, online only) Lecture: Aaron Palmore,
Significant Moments in Christian Wedsted's Latin Poems

October 27, 2026: (4 pm, in person and online) Lecture: Scott Gordon,
Moravians and the American Revolution

November 12 - 14, 2026: Exploring Moravian History and World Heritage
Conference

November - December 2026: (Thursdays — Sundays): Star and Candle Shop
February 28, 2027: Deadline for research grant applications

In Memoriam

On January 15, 2026, Donald Squair passed away in Bethlehem, PA.
Don Squair, who worked at Bethlehem Steel, had a great interest in
the history of Bethlehem. He and his wife Virginia were active with
Historic Bethlehem for many years and Don also served as president of
Historic Bethlehem's board. In 1991 he joined the Board of Directors of
the Moravian Archives and served on this board until his death. The last
meeting he attended was on December 15, 2025. We are grateful for
everything Don has done for the Moravian Archives during all these years.

Vernon Nelson Grants

The Vernon Nelson Fund provides funding for research visits to the
Moravian Archives. This year we were able to give support to Patricia
Johnson-Castle at the University of Minnesota for her project “Our
Domain Beyond Their Dominions: Remembering the Paths and Places
of Inuit in Labrador-Ungava” and to Dr. Winelle Kirton-Roberts in
Geneva, Switzerland, for her project “New Herrnhut to Norre Gade.” The
next deadline for applications is February 28, 2027.

Journal of Moravian History

In collaboration with the Moravian Historical Society, the Moravian
Archives publishes the scholarly Journal of Moravian History. The
spring issue of this year (26/1) contains the following articles:

- Christina Petterson, “Moravian Memoirs and their Socio-Economic
Contexts”

- Martin Aberg, “The Memoir of Johanna Susanna Grote and the
Stockholm Moravian Society in Transition, ca. 1740-1760"

- Saleh Abdussalam and Scott Paul Gordon, “Moravians in West Africa:
1767 Instructions to Missionaries”

We are in the editing phase of a volume on Moravian leader August Gottlieb Spangenberg
(1704-1792). A team of authors from Germany, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Austria,
the Netherlands, Denmark, and the United States have contributed chapters for this
biography of Spangenberg. The volume is being edited by Paul Peucker and Christina
Petterson. Christina is a Danish/Australian expert on Moravian history who spends half of
the year in Sydney, Australia, and half of the year in Christiansfeld, Denmark. Thanks to
video conferencing technology, the distance between the two editors is not a problem.
In order to discuss and edit individual contributions, Paul and Christina meet every
week via Zoom. The time difference between Pennsylvania and Australia, however, can
be a little tricky. That is why Christina and Paul schedule their weekly Zoom meetings
on different days: on Tuesday afternoons for Paul in Pennsylvania while it is already

Wednesday morning for Christina in Australia. We plan for the book to come out in 2027.



